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about us 2025 has been a promising year for Mane 
Foundation. We have established a nation-
wide project with a promise that no one 
from the para and tetraplegic community 
will be without a wheel chair; we continued 
to partner with public institutions and 
international organizations, and we ended 
the year with another big promise: the 
good work in the Oncology Hospital of the 
“Mother Teresa” University Hospital Center 

in Tirana will continue elsewhere as well!

Work in other areas of our activity has 
been ongoing. Our Gallery of Contemporary 
Art Tirana is now established as the 
reference of contemporary art activities. 
Our partnerships with domestic and 
international partners get stronger.

It is all in the following pages.
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Pillars of

activity

EDUCATION

Improving the education 
system, curricula and 
infrastructure.

Empowerment of 
initiatives that build 
capacities of students 
and academic staff.

HEALTH AND
WELL-BEING

Better living conditions, 
especially for categories 
of people in need.

Cooperation with public 
institutions to address 
issues concerning groups 
of people. 

ENVIRONMENT

Enhancing green areas, 
encouraging conservation 
of natural resources usage. 

Awareness of people 
about the importance of a 
clean environment.

FIGHT AGAINST 
POVERTY

Meeting basic needs of most 
vulnerable groups of society.

Partnerships with local and 
international institutions 
build a society where every 
individual has the opportunity 
to live with dignity, 
independence, and hope.

ARTS AND 
CULTURE

Promoting arts, culture, 
heritage and innovation 
for the people and 
economy. 

Identify projects that 
enrich the art landscape 
in the country.
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highlights
for 2025

8 EXHIBITIONS 39 PROJECTS

850,000 € 45,000 
BENEFICIARIES

Our

allocated to social 
projects

presented by the Gallery of 
Contemporary Art Tirana

implemented in the 
region

in 5 countries
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Education
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B4STUDENTS
“SKILL UP ACADEMY” –
A SUCCESS OF B4STUDENTS
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B4Students program from Mane Foundation and 
its winning project, “Skill Up Academy,” finished 
a series of sessions aimed at developing life and 
professional skills for young people. The sessions 
featured experienced public figures who shared 
their knowledge. The final session was held at the 
Amphitheater of the University of Medicine in 
Tirana, with over 300 students attending. Special 
guest Blendi Fevziu, a well-known journalist, 
spoke on the topic “Secrets of Communication.”
The program’s initiators, Armelda Ago, Armando 
Lekaj, and Esmeralda Sherifi, praised the sessions, 
calling them “a mix of hard work, creativity, 
and the desire to make a positive impact for the 
common good.”  The goal of “Skill Up Academy” 
has always been to provide students with the life 

skills and knowledge needed to succeed in the 
fast-changing job market.

THE GUESTS OF THE PREVIOUS SESSIONS 
AND THE TOPICS
The first session was led by journalist Marin 
Mema, who talked about “Leadership of the 
Future” and how leadership shapes the world.
The second session was about money 
management, presented by Igli Tola. The third 
session, with Prof. Assoc. Dr. Mimoza Manxhari, 
focused on finding balance between study, 
work, and life. The second-to-last session 
featured politician Grida Duma, who discussed 
the importance of “Mindset” in achieving 
personal and professional goals.

“SKILL UP ACADEMY” 
A SUCCESS OF 
B4STUDENTS
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#Here2Empower initiative, part of the 
B4Students program and supported by 
Mane Foundation, continues to bridge 
the gap between theory and practice 
by connecting students with real-world 
job market experiences through lectures 
delivered by BALFIN Group experts.

Twenty-five students from the “Physics 
and Computer Science” program at the 
Department of Physics were introduced 
to the concept of blockchain and its 
close connection to cryptography by 
Marlind Maksuti, Head of Software 
Development at the IT Department of 
BALFIN Group.

#HERE2EMPOWER AT FSHN:
STUDENTS EXPLORE BLOCKCHAIN’S 
OPPORTUNITIES WITH MARLIND MAKSUTI

Maksuti shared his insights on the 
practical applications of blockchain 
technology in the IT industry, 
emphasizing its rapid growth. He 
also explained how blockchain, in 
conjunction, provides significant 
opportunities for secure data storage, 
transactional functionalities, and 
management. The students expressed 
great interest and asked numerous 
questions about the challenges of 
blockchain technology.

#Here2Empower is one of the most 
important initiatives of the B4Students 
program, which for over a year has 
successfully built connections between 
BALFIN Group experts and students 
across the country.
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CONNECTING 
INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS WITH 
REAL WORLD RETAIL 
EXPERIENCES

B4Students has become a key bridge between 
education and market for students, offering 
valuable opportunities to connect classroom 
learning with real-world experience. A group 
of 50 students from Erhvervsakademi Aarhus 
University in Denmark visited the offices of 
leading retail companies within the BALFIN 
Group, including Neptun, Jumbo, Fashion 
Group Albania, and Spar.

This visit was part of an exchange program 
with the University of Tirana’s Faculty of 
Economics. The students, who are pursuing 
a master’s in international marketing, were 

eager to explore leadership roles within the 
retail industry, ranging from Marketing and 
Sales to Social Media Management and Digital 
Marketing.

During their visit, the students had the 
chance to engage with managers and 
company representatives, gaining insights 
into how these companies operate and 
how marketing strategies are applied in 
Albania. They were particularly interested 
in understanding how consumer behavior in 
Albania compares to that of Denmark, and 
how marketing approaches differ in the two 
cultures.
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MANE FOUNDATION 
EMPOWERS FEUT 
SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS

For the fourth consecutive year, MANE 
Foundation has awarded scholarships to six 
outstanding master’s level students from the 
Faculty of Economics at the University of 
Tirana. This time, Samir Mane, the founder of 
MANE Foundation, attended the event and 
spoke about the Foundation’s commitment 
to supporting students and encouraging their 
professional growth.

He highlighted the importance of the Faculty 
of Economics to both MANE Foundation and 
BALFIN Group: “The Faculty of Economics 
is a cornerstone for us. Over 450 former 
students from this faculty are now part of 
our team, contributing to the success and 
expansion of BALFIN in Albania and beyond. 
Without these talented individuals, we 
wouldn’t be where we are today.”
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TIRANA BANK ALWAYS 
SUPPORTING YOUNG 
ENTREPRENEURS AND 
INNOVATION

The 13th edition of the National 
Entrepreneurship Festival – GEN-E Albania, 
organized by Junior Achievement of Albania 
was a mix of youthful energy, creativity, 
and innovation. At this event, filled with 
fresh ideas and passion for the future, Tirana 
Bank, demonstrated its commitment to 
financial education and empowering the new 
generation for the fourth consecutive year.
This festival gathered 150 students from 41 
high schools across Albania, who presented 

26 companies conceived, built, and managed 
by themselves, as part of the “Student 
Companies” program. The “learning by doing” 
approach of this program serves as a lively 
laboratory for developing the entrepreneurial 
mindset that our country needs.
The student prototypes were diverse: 
from digital applications and smart devices 
to handmade products, innovations in 
agriculture, and solutions for mental well-
being. Ideas that show the future is in the 
safe hands.
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Neptun and B4Students 
played a key role in supporting 
the Faculty of Economics’ 
“Young Innovators.” This 
initiative aimed to identify 
and nurture innovative ideas 
from students enrolled in the 
Innovation course. The event 
took the form of a “demo day,” 
where students showcased 
their projects in front of a 
distinguished jury composed of 
industry professionals, including 
representatives from Neptun.

YOUNG 
INNOVATORS
2025

Neptun rewarded one of the winning 
teams and awarded a special prize 
to a female duo who presented the 
innovative “Smartbin” project, a smart 
waste management solution. In total, 
13 diverse projects were presented, 
spanning fields such as tourism, 
environmental protection, technology, 
entertainment, and culinary arts. 
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BALFIN GROUP
OPEN TO YOUNG 
TALENT

The Faculty of Architecture and Urban 
Planning at the Polytechnic University of 
Tirana welcomed Samir Mane for an inspiring 
session with students. A former student of the 
university himself, Mane shared his personal 
journey as an entrepreneur and the vision 
that has guided BALFIN Group’s growth 
across Albania and beyond.

Mane emphasized that BALFIN projects are 
more than infrastructure investments; they 

create both economic and social impact, at 
the local and national levels. The discussion 
also focused on opportunities for students 
to collaborate with BALFIN or explore 
professional paths within the Group, both in 
Albania and abroad.

Students actively engaged with the team, 
exploring topics such as urban development, 
contemporary architecture, and sustainable 
growth. 
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A MODERN LAB 
BY NEPTUN 
KOSOVA

Neptun Kosova is establishing a tradition in 
support of higher education in the country, 
and this year it cooperated with Mane 
Foundation to provide a new laboratory 
of information technology to the Faculty 
of Mechanical Engineering, University of 
Prishtina.

It is a friendly space for the students of the 
Bachelor and Master Studies, to work on 
their academic projects in programming, CAD 
software, modelling, and simulation of various 
systems. This is an important contribution for 
the future professionals of technology.
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ICEBIT 2025 BY FACULTY 
OF ECONOMY AND 
MANE FOUNDATION

Mane Foundation supported the International 
Conference on Economy, Business, Innovation, 
and Technology (ICEBIT 2025), organized by 
the Faculty of Economy, University of Tirana. 
The conference brought together academics, 
researchers, and industry leaders to discuss 
how innovation and digital transformation are 
shaping modern economies.

Elvin Nosi, HR Director of BALFIN Group, 
highlighted the importance of stronger 
cooperation between universities and 
businesses, and the need to prepare 
students with practical skills that match 
today’s job market.
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CONTEMPORARY 
DIALOGUE IN 
ARCHITECTURE, 
URBANISM, AND 
HERITAGE

The Faculty of Artchitecture and Urban 
Planning, Polytechnic Unversity of Tirana, 
hosted the fifth edition of the International 
Forum on Architecture and Urbanism, titled 
“Power, Space, and Culture”. It discussed how 
power manifests spatially; how architectural 
and planning practices can reproduce 
or disrupt hierarchies; and how cultural 

narratives are constructed, preserved, or 
contested in the urban realm.
Mane Foundation took care of an exhibition 
that the organizers set up to illustrate 
the main topic of the activity. Balfin 
Development, a company of BALFIN Group, 
was invited to showcase how it combines 
architecture and heritage.
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A DICTIONARY OF 
INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY BY 
MANE FOUNDATION

“The Dictionary of Information 
Technology” is a publication designed 
to support students as well as all those 
passionate about specialized terms and 
expressions that today are widely used by 
the public. This dictionary is an in-depth 
study with 6,000 words, offering both 

English-Albanian and Albanian-English 
translations.

This work, the result of several years 
of research by Erion Çano, an expert in 
computational linguistics, and Edmond 
Tupja, a linguist and translator.
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RICIKLO KREATIV: 
FROM STUDENTS 
TO TEG

The international architecture competition “Riciklo 
Kreativ” promotes creativity and sustainability 
through the transformation of materials into 
artistic works and unique installations.

It is the fourth consecutive year that TEG hosts 
this fruitful collaboration with Mane Foundation, 
and the Faculty of Architecture and Urban 
Planning in Tirana. University students from 

various countries of the region submitted their 
designs of lighting devices that are made of re-
used and recycled raw materials. Their creations 
combine art, architecture, and environmental 
awareness, offering visitors an inspiring 
experience of sustainable design.

A selected jury awarded prizes to the best projects.
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A SYNERGY FOR 
THE FUTURE OF 
INNOVATION

AllWeb is one of the most important events 
bringing together innovators, creators, 
marketing professionals, entrepreneurs, 
and technology experts. In an energetic 
atmosphere, participants share ideas and 
experiences for the digital future we are 
building today.

Mane Foundation joined AllWeb 2025 as a 
supporter of new ideas in all formats and from 

all groups presenting them. Throughout the 
year, together with our founder Samir Mane, 
we have developed programs where young 
people have provided solutions on topics 
such as innovation and entrepreneurship, 
creativity and sustainability, or financial 
education. This regional conference is a great 
opportunity to exchange ideas and identify 
valuable new projects.
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Healthand well-being

MANEFOUNDATION YEARLY ACTIVITY 202521



NOBODY WITH SPECIAL 
NEEDS IN ALBANIA WILL BE 
WITHOUT A WHEELCHAIR!
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Mane Foundation, in collaboration with 
“Fundjavë Ndryshe” Foundation, has launched an 
initiative to provide wheelchairs to all individuals 
with paraplegia and tetraplegia in Albania. 
Initially, 260 wheelchairs were distributed 
in Tirana, then some other 200 wheelchairs 
went to this community in Vlora, with the goal 
of distributing a total of 1,000 wheelchairs 
nationwide.

The founder of Mane Foundation, Samir Mane, 
emphasized that the distribution of wheelchairs 
to people with paraplegia and tetraplegia is both 

a foundation commitment and a personal one. 
“I am sure this is only the first step. I promise 
that Mane Foundation will continue its work 
so that all individuals with paraplegia and 
tetraplegia in Albania will have a wheelchair 
and the independence and ease they have been 
lacking,” said Samir Mane.

Mane, who is also the founder of BALFIN 
Group, added that this initiative is another effort 
to ensure a dignified life for all individuals with 
paraplegia and tetraplegia, particularly those 
facing economic hardships.

NOBODY WITH SPECIAL 
NEEDS IN ALBANIA 
WILL BE WITHOUT
A WHEELCHAIR!
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The Oncology Hospital of “Mother Teresa” 
University Hospital Center in Tirana, 
the central point of cancer treatment in 
the country, has significantly improved 
thanks to the support from Mane 
Foundation. It has provided 30 brand 
new chemotherapy chairs and helped to 
totally rennovate the premises.

With the new chairs and better 
conditions, the hospital can now treat 

approximately 100 patients per day, 
accomodating all the actual needs.

The initiative reflects the Foundation’s 
mission to strengthen health and 
well-being within the community by 
addressing critical needs and delivering 
immediate, measurable improvements in 
people’s daily lives.

MANE FOUNDATION 
IMPROVES CHEMOTHERAPY 
CARE CONDITIONS AT THE 
ONCOLOGY HOSPITAL IN 
TIRANA
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MANE FOUNDATION 
SUPPORTS PEOPLE 
WITH MULTIPLE 
SCLEROSIS WITH A 
NEW REHABILITATION 
CENTER

People living with multiple sclerosis now 
have a dedicated place in Tirana where 
they can receive specialized care and 
rehabilitation, thanks to the support of the 
Mane Foundation. The new center offers a 
combination of manual and equipment-based 

physical therapies designed to help patients 
maintain mobility and improve their overall 
well-being. Each patient can attend three 
physiotherapy sessions per week, all fully 
covered for a year, ensuring continuous and 
consistent care.
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Mane Foundation equipped the 
Oncology Hospitalof the University 
Clinical Center of Kosova with IT 
infrastructure. New and upgraded 
laptops now make it easier for the 
personnel to better organize the 
workflow, resulting in shorter waiting 
time for the patients.
Neptun Kosova has been cooperating 
with the doctors, and the result is 
a manageable schedule of visits, 
benefitting the patients and the 
workforce as well.

MANE FOUNDATION AND 
NEPTUN KOSOVA SUPPORT 
THE ONCOLOGY HOSPITAL IN 
KOSOVO, CONTINUING
A LONG-TERM COMMITMENT 
TO CANCER CARE
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The Services Center for People with 
Disabilities, managed by Down Syndrome 
Albania Foundation, was inaugurated, and 
the ceremony was attended by the founder 
of Mane Foundation, Samir Mane, who has 
supported this initiative from day one.

People with disabilities from across Albania 
will continue to have a dedicated space 
where they can receive specialized support 
and care, thanks to the support of Mane 
Foundation. 

The center provides support to individuals 
across the full spectrum of disabilities, not 
only those with Down syndrome. Currently, 
over 30 children benefit from its programs, 
many of whom receive free therapy, 
giving them the opportunity to develop 
their potential in a safe and stimulating 
environment.

A NEW BEGINNING 
FOR A SPECIALIZED 
THERAPY CENTER
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EQUIPMENT TO
PRISHTINA PEDIATRIC 
HOSPITAL

Jumbo Kosovo has completed a significant 
donation to the Pediatric Hospital in Prishtina. 
This initiative focuses on two key areas 
that directly affect children’s health and 
development: Hemato-Oncology and Speech 
Therapy (Logopedia). The Hemato-Oncology 
department received modern medical 
equipment to support around 400 children, 
helping improve both the quality of care 
and the efficiency of daily treatments. This 

contribution strengthens the hospital’s ability 
to provide critical services for children with 
hematological and oncological conditions.
The Speech Therapy service received a range 
of educational and therapeutic materials, 
including books, games, and assistive tools. 
These resources will be used across 480 
therapy sessions per month, benefiting 72 
children, and creating a more engaging and 
effective environment for their development.
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Jumbo, in partnership with the 
Mane Foundation has donated a 
Refractokeratometer, an advanced eye 
examination device, to the Children’s 
Hospital in Podgorica. This valuable 
contribution enables the hospital’s 
ophthalmology department to conduct more 
precise and comfortable vision screenings 
for young patients. The refractometer uses 
advanced technology to accurately measure 
the eye’s focusing ability and determine the 
appropriate corrective lenses needed for 
clear vision.

JUMBO CONTRIBUTES TO 
EARLY DETECTION OF VISION 
ISSUES IN CHILDREN

H
EA

LTH
 A

N
D

 W
ELL-BEIN

G

MANEFOUNDATION YEARLY ACTIVITY 202529



The playground of the kindergarten in Bijelo 
Polje has undergone a major rennovation, 
making it a safe and inspiring space for 
over 120 children. Bright colors, modern 
play structures, and carefully designed 
areas encourage creativity and social 
interaction, giving children the freedom to 
explore, learn, and grow in an appropriate 
environment.

ANOTHER KINDERGARTEN 
PLAYGROUND FROM JUMBO 
IN MONTENEGRO

H
EA

LTH
 A

N
D

 W
ELL-BEIN

G

MANEFOUNDATION YEARLY ACTIVITY 202530



FIVE YEARS OF 
COMMITMENT 
TO CHILDREN’S 
WELLBEING

For five consecutive years, Neptun Macedonia has 
remained committed to creating a positive social 
impact within the local community, with a strategic 
focus on supporting children without parental care.

It implemented the “EcoTech Challenge,” an 
educational and creative initiative developed in 
partnership with “Donate a Computer,” the Primary 
School “Gjorgjija Pulevski,” and SOS Children’s 
Village. Through a series of interactive workshops, 
children and students reused obsolete computer 
components to create innovative projects, promoting 
digital literacy, creativity, and environmental 
awareness through responsible reuse of technology.

The company continued its support and sponsorship 
of IT4Charity 2025, reinforcing its commitment 
to leveraging technology and innovation for social 
good and inclusive community development.

Year after year, Neptun Macedonia has implemented 
the “Round Up Your Bill” donation campaign, 
conducted from 1 September to 15 December. This 
initiative enables customers to become part Neptun’s 
social projects by voluntarily rounding up the value 
of their purchases at Neptun stores and donating 
the difference. The funds raised contributed directly 
to improving care conditions and overall wellbeing 
of children at SOS Children’s Village.
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Employees of Neptun Albania put their 
heart to a project benefitting a unique 
institution in the country. The Institute 
of Hard-of-Hearing Pupils is a public 
institution dedicated to children and 
young people with hearing difficulty. Its 
students are now acquiring digital and 
creative skills that help them in their 
learning process and provide greater 
possibilities for inclusion in society.

This is exactly what the Multimedia 
Hub in the premises of this institution 
is established for. With the specialized 
support from Beyond Barriers 
organization, and in cooperation with 
Mane Foundation, it is now producing 
educational content for those frequenting 
the institution. Soon, this content will 
be available even to students that are 
enrolled in other schools.

MULTIMEDIA HUB FOR 
HARD-OF-HEARING 
PUPILS
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Kiabi and representatives of UNICEF 
Albania representatives brought joy to 
children of the Daily Care Center for 
Children with Disabilities in Vlora, wher 
emore than 40 children receive daily 
care, therapy, and support.

This initiative is part of a partnership 
between Mane Foundation and 
UNICEF Albania to advance children’s 
rights through long-term projects and 
fundamental improvement in foster care.

JOY TO CHILDREN 
IN SHORT AND 
LONG TERM
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Environment
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ECO SCHOOLS:

TIRANA BANK 

INVESTS IN A MORE 

SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

Tirana Bank, in partnership with 
Mane Foundation and Save the 
Children Albania, has launched 
an important initiative in support 
of education and environmental 
protection. “Eco Schools,” launched at 
the “Rilindja” school in Vlora, aimed 
to inspire the younger generation 
for a more sustainable future and 
raise community awareness about 
the importance of environmental 
protection.

As part of this initiative, the children of the 
Ecological Club learned and practiced using 
equipment to measure air quality, gaining 
practical knowledge about the impact of 
pollution on health and the environment. 
These activities help them understand the 
importance of measurements for improving 
the quality of life and encourage them to act 
as catalysts for change in their families and 
communities.
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Artsand culture
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For the first time, ADigital Perspective brought 
together ten emerging artists from Italy and 
the Balkans, offering a perspective both similar 
and distinct on art and the impact of digital 
technologies.

It was part of a cultural project organized by the 
Italian Cultural Institutes of Tirana, Belgrade, and 
Bucharest, and its displayed works are as diverse 
as the techniques used, including installation art, 
painting, photography, and more, despite their 
analog roots.

aDigital Perspective - 
an exhibition that was 
too cool to miss
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“SHOT / REVERSE SHOT”
A dialogue across time at GOCAT
This exhibition connected the powerful black-and-white imagery 
of Barry Lewis, the British photojournalist who captured Albania in 
the early 1990s, with new responses by four Albanian artists today. 

The title of the exhibition, borrowed from cinema, suggests a visual 
back-and-forth: one image speaks, another responds. The result is 
not just a look into the past, but a moment of reflection on identity 
and memory.
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“LIFE AND DEATH” 
Faton Kryeziu’s deeply personal 
reflections on the pain and 
resilience of the Kosovo War

The title itself says a lot – this exhibition explored the duality of life 
and death, the weight these two ideas carry for human beings, 
and the undeniable truth that both the beginning and the end of 
our journey are beyond any mystery. Faton Kryeziu presented his 
personal experiences during and after the Kosovo War.
The exhibition featured 25 paintings, all expressing a balance of 
deep thought, color, and figurative content.
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The opening of the much-
anticipated “Mediterranea – The Visions of 
an Ancient and Complex Sea” exhibition at 
GOCAT Gallery in Tirana was nothing short of 
spectacular. The exhibition, a collaboration 
between the Mane Foundation and the 
Italian Institute of Culture, offers a multi-
dimensional journey into the history, beauty, 
and myths of the Mediterranean. Visitors 
are treated to a fascinating mix of space 
images, ancient artworks, and interactive 
installations.

Before arriving in Tirana, 
the “Mediterranea” exhibition had already 
been showcased in Valencia, Spain, and 
traveled across the Mediterranean. Tirana 
serves as the final stop before the exhibition 
returns to Rome.

“MEDITERRANEA” 
Discovered at
GOCAT Gallery
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Step Into the present

“Here and Now” was a fascinating exhibition by Verim Zendeli from 
North Macedonia. This project marked an exciting step in Zendeli’s 
artistic journey and offered a deep, personal reflection on the 
moment we live in.

Inspired by the philosophical ideas of Walter Benjamin, who 
described “here” and “now” as metaphors for space, time, and 
originality, the exhibition explores how memory, identity, and 
today’s social realities intersect. Visitors experienced a layered 
story where personal and collective histories come alive through 
art that invites curiosity and dialogue.

“HERE AND NOW”
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Life through images: 

“Presence” is a quiet yet profound narrative. A wordless story 
where images carry the weight of a novel written in light. 
Zhabjaku’s photographs reveal a world where everyday life shines 
differently: pure, stripped down, more honest.

The support of the Mane Foundation made this visual experience 
possible, while the commitment of the Contemporary Art Gallery 
in Tirana offered the public a rare journey into the world of 
contemporary photography, opening a new window through 
which to view everyday life with fresh, attentive eyes.

“PRESENCE” 
by Ergys Zhabjaku at the Gallery of 
Contemporary Art Tirana

A
R

TS A
N

D
 C

U
LTU

R
E

MANEFOUNDATION YEARLY ACTIVITY 202542



36 is the exhibition that presents a new body of work by 
Bledar Gramo at the Tirana Gallery of Contemporary Art, 
closing the gallery’s 2025 program with a powerful artistic 
statement. Named after the number of letters in the Albanian 
alphabet, the exhibition offers an immersive, multisensory 
experience that combines visual, sound, and movement-
based works, inviting visitors to engage with art on multiple 
levels.

36 
A multisensory journey 
through language, 
memory, and art

The Gallery of Contemporary Art Tirana continues to 
affirm its role as a leading platform for contemporary 
artistic expression in Albania. Supported by Mane 
Foundation, the gallery presents high-quality cultural 
experiences that celebrate both national and 
international contemporary art.
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“CULTURAL HERITAGE”, 

A TRIBUTE TO 

COUNTRY’S LEGACY

“Albania from the Air” is a 
photographic book that offers a 
bird’s-eye view of the cultural 
heritage. Created by renowned 
aerial photographer Alket Islami, 
it presents Albania’s rich history 
from an entirely unique perspective, 
highlighting the country’s stunning 
landmarks and landscapes from 
above.

Through initiatives like this, the Foundation 
strives to safeguard historical identity 
while fostering a greater awareness of the 
importance of heritage conservation. As 
Samir Mane, founder of Mane Foundation, 
emphasized “It presents cultural wealth in 
a fresh, elevated way. It is essential it is to 
preserve these sites for future generations, 
ensuring that history continues to be 
appreciated from all perspectives”.
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BEYOND THE SCREEN: 

NEPTUN KOSOVA AT THE 

HEART OF PRIFEST 2025
Prishtina turned into a capital of cinema once 
more this September with the 17th edition of 
PriFest – Prishtina International Film Festival, 
and Neptun Kosova was right at the heart of 
it. Since 2022, Neptun Kosova has been by 
PriFest’s side, helping one of the region’s most 
renowned festivals bring the magic of cinema 
to Kosovo. Four editions later, the partnership 
feels less like sponsorship and more like a 
shared mission: to amplify stories, give young 
talent a platform, and connect Kosovo’s creative 
scene with the international stage.

This year, Neptun Kosova had the honor of 
awarding the “Best Pitch” prize to “The General 
and the Butterfly”. The project stood out for 
its authenticity and artistic strength, but also 
for its profound message: that beyond wars, 
conflicts, and divisions, there is always room 
for hope and humanity.
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MANE FOUNDATION: 
DANCING WITH IDFT 
SINCE DAY ONE

Mane Foundation is proud to have supported 
all editions of the International Dance Festival 
Tirana, and to stand alongside world-renowned 
choreographer Angelin Preljocaj, helping bring 
contemporary dance to the heart of the city.
Under Preljocaj’s artistic direction, IDFT goes 

far beyond traditional theaters. His G.U.I.D. 
(Urban Dance Intervention Group) stages 
performances in streets, squares, and everyday 
spaces, while the participatory project 
“Blossom” invites citizens of all ages to perform 
alongside professional dancers.
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WEST PARK ALBANIA 
BRINGS TO LIFE 
‘COLORS OF THE 
WESTERN BALKANS’

West Park Albania, became the meeting 
point for Western Balkans artists, who 
gathered in the city of Korça to explore the 
role of art in preserving cultural heritage and 
fostering regional cooperation. Twenty artists 
from Albania, Kosovo, North Macedonia, 

Montenegro, and Serbia brought to life the 
theme “Colors of the Western Balkans”, 
transforming West Park into an outdoor 
environment for painting sessions and the 
creation of a monumental group artwork that 
commemorates the collective spirit.
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